
Recommended Fire Safety Procedures in Pet Care Facilities 
 
Fire safety is a critical concern for all pet care facilities. Ensuring the safety of both human 
and animal occupants requires a well-planned approach and e;ective procedures. 
Whether you operate a dog daycare, a grooming salon, or a boarding facility, implementing 
comprehensive fire safety measures can significantly reduce the risk of fire-related 
incidents and enhance overall safety. 
 
This document provides a detailed overview of essential fire safety procedures that should 
be adopted in pet care environments. By following these recommendations, facility owners 
can create a safer environment for their sta;, clients, and the animals in their care. 
 

1. Fire Extinguishers 
 

a) Placement: Fire extinguishers should be installed in easily accessible locations 
throughout the facility. They should be positioned near potential fire hazards, such 
as kitchens, grooming areas, and storage rooms. Additionally, place extinguishers in 
common areas and near exits to ensure they are visible and accessible during an 
emergency. 

b) Maintenance: Conduct regular inspections of fire extinguishers to ensure they are 
fully charged and operational. Check the pressure gauge to ensure it is within the 
recommended range. Arrange for routine maintenance and servicing by a qualified 
professional, and replace extinguishers that are damaged, expired, or have been 
used. 
 

2. Fire Alarms and Smoke Detectors 
 

a) Installation: Equip the facility with fire alarms and smoke detectors. These devices 
should be installed in all key areas, including o;ices, boarding areas, grooming 
stations, and storage rooms. Ensure that alarms are interconnected so that when 
one detects smoke or fire, all alarms in the facility are triggered. 

b) Testing: Regularly test fire alarms and smoke detectors to confirm they are 
functioning properly. Conduct monthly tests by pressing the test button and verify 
that all interconnected alarms are activated. Replace batteries at least once a year, 
or sooner if a low-battery warning is indicated. Professional inspections should be 
carried out annually. 
 

3. Emergency Evacuation Plans 
 

a) Development: Develop a comprehensive emergency evacuation plan that outlines 
clear procedures for evacuating both humans and animals. This plan should include 
mapped escape routes, exits, and designated assembly points outside the building. 
Ensure the plan accommodates the needs of both sta; and animals, including 
provisions for larger or special-needs pets. 

b) Training: Train all sta; members on the emergency evacuation plan. Conduct 
regular drills to practice evacuation procedures and ensure that everyone 
understands their roles and responsibilities during an emergency. Training should 



also cover safe handling and evacuation of pets, including the use of carriers and 
leashes. 
 

4. Fire Safety Training 
 

a) StaH Training: Provide fire safety training for all employees. This training should 
include instruction on the use of fire extinguishers, emergency procedures, and 
basic first aid. 

b) Continual Education: O;er periodic refresher courses and updates on fire safety 
procedures to keep sta; informed of any changes or new protocols. Regular training 
ensures that sta; remain knowledgeable and prepared. 
 

5. Fire Safety Audits and Inspections 
 

a) Regular Audits: Conduct periodic fire safety audits to identify and address potential 
risks. Engage a fire safety expert to perform a thorough evaluation of your facility to 
ensure compliance with safety standards. 

b) Inspection Records: Maintain detailed records of all fire safety inspections and 
audits, including any issues identified and the corrective actions taken. This 
documentation can be crucial for tracking improvements and demonstrating 
compliance. 
 

6. Fire Safety Signage 
 

a) Clear Markings: Install clear and visible fire safety signage throughout the facility. 
This includes exit signs, fire extinguisher locations, and emergency contact 
information. 

b) Instructions: Provide instructions on the use of fire safety equipment and 
evacuation procedures in multiple languages if necessary to ensure all sta; and 
visitors can understand and follow them. 
 

7. Emergency Lighting 
 

a) Backup Lighting: Install emergency lighting systems in all critical areas, including 
hallways and exit routes, to ensure visibility during a power outage or smoke-filled 
environment. 

b) Testing: Regularly test emergency lighting systems to ensure they are functioning 
correctly and are ready to provide illumination during an emergency. 
 

8. Fireproofing and Construction Materials 
 

a) Fire-Resistant Materials: Use fire-resistant construction materials and finishes in 
areas prone to high heat or potential fire hazards. This includes materials for walls, 
floors, and ceilings. 

b) Fire Barriers: Install fire barriers and rated doors to prevent the spread of fire 
between di;erent areas of the facility. This can help contain a fire and limit its 
impact. 



9. Pet Evacuation Procedures 
 

a) Pet Restraints: Develop specific procedures for safely evacuating pets. This may 
include using pet carriers, leashes, or harnesses to secure animals during 
evacuation. 

b) Designated Helpers: Assign sta; members to assist with pet evacuation and 
ensure they are trained to handle pets in stressful situations. Designate roles and 
responsibilities to streamline the process. 
 

10. Fire Safety Equipment 
 

a) Sprinkler Systems: Install automatic fire sprinkler systems in key areas of the 
facility, such as grooming stations and storage rooms. Ensure that these systems 
are regularly inspected and maintained. 

b) Fire Blankets: Keep fire blankets available in areas where small fires might start, 
such as kitchens or grooming areas. Fire blankets can help contain and extinguish 
small fires quickly. 
 

11. Safe Storage of Flammable Materials 
 

a) Storage Guidelines: Store flammable materials, such as cleaning supplies and 
chemicals, in designated, secure areas away from ignition sources. 

b) Proper Containers: Use approved containers for flammable substances and 
ensure they are properly labeled to prevent accidental exposure or misuse. 
 

12. Communication and Alerts 
 

a) Alert Systems: Implement a fire alarm system that notifies both sta; and 
emergency services immediately in the event of a fire. This can include automated 
notifications and manual alert mechanisms. 

b) Communication Plan: Develop a communication plan to keep all sta; members 
informed during a fire emergency. This includes protocols for contacting emergency 
services and notifying pet owners about the situation. 
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